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M I - THE WRONG UNIT

1 Every objection begins the same way: the health §1
record is the condition of treatment; the civil
registry, of citizenship; payment addressability,
of economic life. Taken unit by unit, the

objection is sound.

2 It is sound because the question is posed at the E0
wrong unit. These systems are not Onopticons.

They are onoptic layers.

3 The regime is constituted not in the layer but §1
where the layers are composed. Displace the
question — not which system is the regime, but

where is the regime constituted.
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M II - THE LAYER

4_ A layer recognises compulsorily, forecloses KR s
possibility, and resists contestation — within a

single domain. This is a capacity, not a verdict.

5 Recognition has two gates. Through the A-gate K1[AT/[C]
the subject enters, to reach a service, a status, a
market. Through the C-gate the subject is

categorised without ever having approached.

6 Foreclosure is not reduced choice. It is the pre- K2
conditioning, within a domain, of whether an
option becomes accessible at all. Narrowing is its

measurement footprint, not its core.

7 A layer can be a regime: enclosure closed land; 7.2
the cartel closed news; stay-behind closed
knowledge; conditionality closed policy. Each

closed one domain. None closed a life.
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M III - THE POSITION

8 The position is not a place. It is five powers 8a-8e
closing upon the same subject: access,

translation, correlation, outcome, feedback.

9 "There is no central database” is no defence. The §3
position can be constituted across distributed
infrastructures — and the more distributed, the

more invisible.

1 (0) The occupant is mortal; the position survives. E7-P5
Today it is called Palantir; tomorrow it will be
called something else. Google withdrew from

Maven, the function did not blink.

1I Even flight reproduces the position. Those SPFS/CIPS
severed from the circuit built the outside — as its

replica.
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THE CIRCUIT

Integration is the necessary condition of rupture;
its articulation with weak contestability is the
sufficient one. A regime is integration whose

channel of reverse penetration has been severed.

The circuit must be shown, and the narrowing
shown separately — in at least two independent

domains of a life. Architecture is not effect.

Rupture is trans-domain, recursive, subject-scale:
the exit from one gate opens onto another gate

of the same regime.

Contestation splits in two: the formal channel
and the effective one. Under cost pressure,
channels rot from effect to form — the form
retained, because legitimacy is cheap; the effect

withheld, because contestation is dear.

ONOPTICON/MF-2026

M3 A K3

K4=2

K4

K3-F/E

THESES 1-40

+ 5



16

17

18

19

v

THE ASYMMETRY

Power is not closed by nature. Closed
articulation is cheaper — that is all, and that is

enough.

Four discounts, none requiring intent: "the
machine said so”; the ready-made templates of
secrecy; the deniable call; the cost of contestation

shifted onto the subject.

The open mode is possible but never
spontaneous. It is engraved into the architecture,

or it does not exist.

Maximal doctrine, sealed operation — no
paradox. Doctrine is cheap: it borrows
legitimacy. Operation is dear: it gives

contestation an address.
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THE ENVIRONMENT

The gate once stood at the registry office, the §5
bank, the border. Now it disperses into the
environment; translation ceases to be an act and

becomes a condition.

Where feedback closes, the object stops watching E6-8e
and starts executing: the car will not start; the

lock will not open; the meter cuts off.

There is not even a decision-moment to contest. The decision is

lived as the behaviour of the thing.

The a priori ceases to be representation and §5
becomes an environment that senses and

enforces. No longer map: landscape.

Mark the evidence, even here: what is 7.3
documented is the widening of the surface on

which reality can be pre-structured — not its

population-scale imposition. The register is

borrowed from the regime; it is never awarded to

the layer.
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M VII - THE SUBJECT

25 The Onopticon is not a theory of reduced choice. E0
It is a theory of pre-structured reality: of the
terms on which recognition, access, movement,
action and contestation first become practically

available.

26 Consent is fragmented; exposure is integrated. 56
No single consent was ever directed at the
composition, for the composition never once

appeared before the subject.

27 Interrogate the layers, and each will answer, truthfully: we merely
recorded.
28 Homovictimus — not the passive victim; not the E0

subject with narrowed agency; the subject
compelled to convert agency into tactics of
survival on terrain pre-structured elsewhere, and
then held responsible, in the language of free

single acts, for the outcomes of those tactics.

29 The tactic is not the sign of freedom. It is the 7.3(iii)
evidence of the field: the cut-off enters the record
as customer choice, and the record becomes the

document of responsibility.
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M VIII - THE STATE

30 The state feeds the layers and is exposed through NHS-FDP
them. It no longer reads its own records; it sees
its own a priori through the integrator's

interface.

31 For the periphery the analogy is structural, not §6
experiential: held responsible for sovereign
decisions and outcomes while the infrastructural
conditions of its agency are pre-structured

elsewhere.

32 The exposure is often older than the state that 7.1
bears it — inherited with the cadastre, the

registry, the code, the census.

33 Exit erects a second centre; flight changes the X-ROAD
exposure, not the condition. And yet a small
state built its position open. The asymmetry is

cost, not fate.
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M IX - THE BOUNDS

34 Restraint is load-bearing. No single layer has LEVEL RULE
been declared a regime; no colonial order an

Onopticon; no architecture an effect.

35 "Imposed” is asserted only where effect is 7.4(a)
documented. In the present record, one case

carries the formulation in full.

36 Should closure arise without composition, the FALSIF.
level rule falls. Should substitution break the
function sequence, the position falls. Should
open positions arise unengraved, the asymmetry
falls. Should object records fail to reach the

ontologies, the environment remains a potential.

37 A manifesto that cannot fall is a doctrine. These theses are written

to be tested.
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B X - THE REFUSAL

3 8 One question is operationalised: do recognition, M3-K4- K3
access, movement, action and contestation
become available only on terms pre-structured

elsewhere — does a viable outside remain?

39 Diagnosis, not prescription: the decision stands. §9
Not from timidity — because the naming of the
circuit is itself the first counter-pressure.
Operation becomes dear at the moment it

acquires an address.

40 The hedge is seen. The score is sensed. The federated ontology
stands behind no gate and bears no address. To give it one is the

work of these theses.
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